
423 Main Street, Suite 500 
Little Rock, AR  72203 
Phone:  (501) 682-5900 

Fax:  (501) 682-5859 

ARKANSAS DEVELOPMENT FINANCE AUTHORITY 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:    ADFA Housing Partners and Public Housing Authorities 
 
FROM: Mac Dodson, President 
 
DATE: September 19, 2005 
 
SUBJ:  Hurricane Katrina – FEMA Housing Assistance 
 
The Arkansas Development Finance Authority (ADFA) has been designated as the State 
agency responsible for administering housing assistance from the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) for Hurricane Katrina evacuees in the state of Arkansas.  
As the relationship was initially established between ADFA and local Public Housing 
Authorities (PHA) to administer Tenant-Based Rental Assistance for disaster victims, 
ADFA will continue this relationship with PHAs as partners in administering FEMA 
housing assistance.    
 
Pursuant to the FEMA Housing Assistance guidance, in addition to rent and utility 
payments, evacuees are also eligible for an allowance for the purchase of furniture, 
small appliances, and personal items, (i.e., personal hygiene, food preparation items, 
etc.).  It is critical that detailed records and receipts are maintained to document these 
various expenses.  All eligible costs related to FEMA housing assistance must be 
submitted to ADFA for payment. 
 
The local PHA should continue to process rental assistance for disaster victims as part 
of their normal process, however income restrictions are waived for disaster victims 
and rents shall be based upon the market-rate rents or comparables of units in the area.  
PHAs should mark “FEMA/ADFA” on vouchers issued for the benefit of FEMA 
certified displaced households.  ADFA will enter into an Agreement with each PHA 
outlining scope of services and payment of administration expenses commensurate 
with services rendered.   
 
If you have questions or need additional information, please contact Victor Turner, 
HOME Program Manager at (501) 682-5860 or Bruce Bokony, Multifamily Manager at 
682-5927.   
 
Thanks for your assistance. 
 


